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R Cook County Health and Hospital System (CCHHS) Medicaid 11135 Waiver Request
Dedr Dhrector Hamos:

Fhe Hlinors Primary Health Care Association (IPHCA)Y would like 1o thank you for the opportunity to comment on
the TS wanver submitied on behalf of the CCHHS. As you know, IPHCA represents 1linois’ IFederally Qualified
Health Centers (FQHCS). As providers of primary and preventive care to a large number of individuals within the
Cook County safety-net system. we applaud the County's ¢fforts to cover the current unmsured population that will
hecome eligible for Medicaid m 2014,

Coving CCHIS a head start on enrolling this population will not only relieve some of the financial pressures on the
County budget. but will also encourage the coordimation of care for these individuals. leading to better health
outcomes and cost elficiencies. As the proposal states, *The unmsured need access to well- functioning medical
homes that focus on prevention, carly detection of illness and coordinated comprehensive management of chironie

diseuses.”

In order to meet cost neutrahty associated with an 11135 waiver, CCHHS must ensure network adec quacy to realize
the cost savings associated with o medical home model. However, as CCHHS develops 1ts network of community
partners, it is crucial that any willing FQHC that serves residents of Cook County be given the opportunity 1o
participate. ensuring thew patients — both the waiver population and uninsured — continue 10 have access o
spectalty services, diagnostics and inpatient care.

OF urther concern to our member health centers. 1s the lack of information included n the proposal regardimyg
FOHC rates ol reimbursement. The only mention in the document states. “Payment for community providers mayv
be ata rate less than the hinois E\lulu..mi ldh. as some rates will need to be vetted and approved belween
community partners, CCHHS and HIFS. .. As you know. O ongress included specitic language i the Social
Seeurity Act that protects the ntegrity .md original mission of the FQHC' program by requirmg states 1o ensure that
health centers receive reimbursement equal to their Prospective Payment System (PPS) encounter rate for any
Medicad covered service,
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Provided that FQHC payments are addressed as prescribed under tederal law in the final agreement with CMS.
IPHCA supports the proposed waiver given our similar mission of providing high-quality. comprehensive care to
underserved communities regardless of ability to pay.
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